
Minster X – Faith Statement 

 

The one true God is known by us in three eternal persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God is 
the source of life and created the world good. God rules creation with justice and mercy, and out of 
love God liberates and sustains the life of creation as mothers and fathers protect and nurture their 
children. We have been created to worship God by reflecting God’s character as representatives of 
God in the world.   

We have supplanted our worship of God with worship of self and have cut ourselves off from 
the One who gives life. Our harmful self-interest has become natural to us. We choose death instead 
of life, lies instead of truth, greed instead of generosity. Our culpable shortsightedness has not 
deterred God from reigning as rightful king and defender of life. As seen throughout the Old 
Testament and into the New Testament, God has promised to tenaciously pursue us like wayward 
children that we might be restored into true life as God’s own people.   

 Jesus Christ, God’s Son was sent by God to liberate us and to urge us to turn away from loving 
only ourselves. Christ is like us in all things except sin and is therefore the perfect mediator between 
God and us. Christ has embodied God’s character as we see Christ exposing injustice and delivering 
the abused. By his suffering and death on the cross, Christ has satisfied the consequences of our self-
defeating rejection of God’s purposes. On the cross, Jesus has conquered the violence of sin and 
death by taking it into his own body and by responding in love. Having received the benefits of Jesus’ 
sacrificial love in faith, we are now no longer alienated from God and are at peace with God. By 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension, Christ has won victory over death, and we have been freed from 
the entanglement of sin. We are being healed and shaped into a community that finds forgiveness at 
the foot of the cross and that seeks to embody forgiveness toward others.   

Chosen by God for restoration, the Church is a community of unworthy people who have been 
called into Christ’s new family. We are a diversely gifted community whose unity is in Christ. We are 
instructed by Scripture in the patterns of faith and the way of Christ. We practice two sacraments, 
which signify our identity in Christ. We practice Baptism with water, which represents our dying and 
rising with Christ and our initiation into the family of God. We practice the Lord’s Supper with the 
bread and the cup, which recalls God’s promise to restore us into true life as God’s own people. The 
Lord’s Supper is a foretaste of the great banquet feast when people from north and south, east and 
west will sit at the table of God. These two visible signs and seals mark us as the community that has 
been restored by Christ and where restoration continues to happen by the Spirit.  

The Spirit sanctifies, comforts, teaches, equips, and leads the Church in the way of Christ. The 
Spirit convicts the Church when it strays and empowers the Church in its mission. As the Church exists 
for others and gives voice to the voiceless, the Church’s joy in service is a sign and gift of the Spirit.  

As a trustworthy witness to Christ, Scripture calls the Church to fulfill its purpose of rightly 
worshiping God by continuing Christ’s mission of mending the wounds of abuse and neglect. Scripture 
nourishes the Church in its faith, hope, and love. When we stray, we are called to admonish one 
another and to repent that each of us might be restored into the fullness of life in the Church.    

Always praying for the restoration of persons outside the Church, the Church invites all 
persons that they might be drawn into relationship with Christ and renewed by the Spirit. This 
involves the Church living and proclaiming God’s promise of restoration to all peoples. In gratitude 
and hope for when all things will be made new, we continue Christ’s expressed mission of mending 
broken relationships.   


