
“Peace be with you.” (Luke 24:36b) 

 

I’m tempted to leave this page blank – calling us to silence, remembering the deaths of the men and women 
in Dayton (9), El Paso (22), Gilroy (3 + gunman by suicide), and closer to home -- the synagogue in Poway (1).  
You have led your congregations and small faith groups in prayers for repentance and peace.  God bless you.  
Please continue.  

 

I feel the need to lift up one word to our community of faith during this time of chronic crisis in our country as 
a result of unprecedented levels of gun violence and domestic terrorism:  Peacemaker.   

 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to engage in making peace.  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God.” (Matt. 5:9)  

 

We are called by Jesus Christ, our Lord, to be at peace with God, ourselves, and each other – both our friends 
and enemies.  There is no greater catalyst (or integral component) to this peace-making initiative than Love, 
God’s love.  That love is ours by grace.  That love was at work on the cross at Calvary and took into itself the 
sins of the world all the while continuing to release a torrent of love and forgiveness.   

 

Our peacemaking is an outward projection of God’s love 
into our community.  I participated in an interesting 
webinar this last week with Jer Swigart, co-founder of 
Global immersion and Gurwin Ahuja, a follower of the 
Sikh faith, talking about hatred and peacemaking.  Jer 
framed it from a Christian perspective.  He argued a re-
sponse to hate is not so much a choreographed list of 
things to do; rather, it’s who we are being.  Do we allow 
ourselves to receive, experience, and feel the hatred, and 
then, in return, respond in love?  Is that who we are? 



That question left me scratching my head until I thought of God’s love as infinite.  I can appreciate the vast-
ness of our cosmos, ever expanding and covering billions and billions of light years of space.  Yet, the cosmos 
is finite.  It is but a speck of God’s infinite love.  And if our cosmos can absorb and take into itself the energy 
and disruption of the birth of stars and death of stars, just to name two, cannot God’s infinite love take in, 
absorb, and diminish the effects of hate?  And doesn’t God in Christ dwell within each one of us by faith?  
(See, e.g., John 14:23, 1 Cor. 6:19).  And if that is true, can’t the infinite love of God in us  absorb hatred and 
respond in love?  Yes, it’s true.  And yes, we can.  

 

I’m encouraging all of us – me, too, to engage more than ever before with our communities.  Engage with 
care, wisdom, the light of Christ, and God’s love.  Tell others we love them.  Tell them, God loves them – in 
our words and deeds, in our way of being with others.   

 

I’m curious about something.  I wonder when the last time someone reached out with empathy, compassion, 
and even a few words to the shooters at the Poway synagogue, the garlic festival in Gilroy, the Walmart in El 
Paso, or the restaurant in Dayton, and said, “God loves you and so do I!”   Just wondering.  Would things 
have been different?  

1.  BlesSING Concert:  On August 25, 2019 the San Diego Street Choir will be putting on their third annual 

BlesSING Concert at First Presbyterian Church, San Diego at 4:00 pm, with special guest, Richard Le-

derer.  The concert is free, but an offering will be taken to support the Ladle Fellowship ministry of First Pres-

byterian Church.  More details about the concert and Ladle Fellowship are available on the flier.  Bonus, there 

will be an opportunity to bid on having Richard Lederer speak at your event. 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/1b3d53dd0b110d587cf2ad2e7/files/a94a5338-ca24-479f-9e98-cf865def8f85/BlessSING_2019.pdf


2.  Mission Report: On September 17, 2019come hear 

Rev. Jack Baca speaking on “The Christian Church in war

-torn Syria, a first hand account.”  This is a pre-

presbytery gathering at Westminster Pres, Escondido, 

it will start at 4:00pm.   

3. Golf 4 Good- PUM fundraiser.  Good golf and good fun.  September 23, 2019 is the 13th annual 

Golf4Good fundraiser for Presbyterian Urban Ministries (PUM).  Come play the Admiral Baker north 

course while supporting this important ministry.  Not a golfer, come for the silent auction and dinner pro-

gram, donate a prize for the silent auction, or sponsor a hole in the tournament.  Get all the details and 

register at https://golf4good.org/  

 

4. Sexual Misconduct Prevention and Child, Youth, and Elderly Protection Training, September 28, 2019 

(Saturday), 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., First Presbyterian Church San Diego.  California law requires all busi-

nesses with 5 or more employees to provide this training to all employees by the end of December.  This 

presbytery sponsored training session is open to all the churches in the presbytery and their staff and vol-

unteers.  Just $5.  Registration is required by noon on September 25th  https://www.presbyterysd.org/

event-registrationso that the correct amount of materials will be available.   

 

https://golf4good.org/
https://www.presbyterysd.org/event-registration
https://www.presbyterysd.org/event-registration


5.  Kaleidoscope, “The Pulse of Generosity,” September 30 – October 2, 2019, Catamaran Resort, San Diego, 

CA.  Join us in San Diego this fall for Stewardship Kaleidoscope. This annual conference offers education, 

worship experiences and amazing opportunities for growth in stewardship and generosity.  Explore 

the robust workshop listings or obtain general conference information. Stewardship Kaleidoscope draws 

leaders from across the Lutheran Church (ELCA) and the Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) and is designed to 

help participants explore stewardship - in its many colorful dimensions!  

6.  Fellowship Pastors’ Retreat/Theological Conference:  October 14-18, 2019, First Presbyterian Church San 

Diego.  This October is the 5th Fellowship Pastors’ Retreat (Oct. 14-16) and Theological Conference (Oct. 16

-18) at First Presbyterian Church, San Diego.  This is what the organizers have to say: “We have been 

meeting to form stronger friendships, and strengthen our ministries by reference to the Faith. We have 

been led by scholars, writers, ministry leaders, and other pastors who challenge us and who foster 

heartfelt and profound conversations among us. Many say this is the most renewing and stimulating event 

of their year for them.”  Will you join them this year?  Details and registration https://

fpcsd.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/231050   

https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/WebForms/linkredirect?url=https%3a%2f%2fstewardshipkaleidoscope.org%2fconference%2fworkshops%2f&srcid=12907824&srctid=1&erid=997594710&trid=f0ba2777-dcf8-4c78-bad7-0e0ee2471179&linkid=149809136&isbbox=1
https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/WebForms/linkredirect?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stewardshipkaleidoscope.com&srcid=12907824&srctid=1&erid=997594710&trid=f0ba2777-dcf8-4c78-bad7-0e0ee2471179&linkid=149809137&isbbox=1
https://fpcsd.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/231050
https://fpcsd.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/231050


1.  Chopped at Church:  Point Loma 

Community Presbyterian Church 

was our gracious host for this 

year’s Chopped at Church 

fundraiser for PUM.  Guests 

enjoyed socializing and watching 

the teams compete to create 

dishes utilizing the contents of a 

typical food bag distributed by 

PUM and basic cooking 

tools.  When the dust settled 

Iglesia Emmanuel swept the 

competition this year taking first 

place in both the main course 

and desert divisions leading 

them to first place 

overall.  Thank you to all who 

participated, both competitors 

and viewers.  With your 

generous help close to $4000 

was raised to continue PUM’s 

mission in helping the homeless 

and urban poor.  

2. Iglesia Emmanuel also recently 

celebrated their 37th 

anniversary.  



It has been a season of installations.   
 

June 9th Rev. Kim Dawsey-Richardson was installed at First Presbyterian Church, El Cajon.   

Rev. Mike Sedgwick was installed at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Escondido on June 23rd.  



On July 28th Rev. Sam Codington was installed at Faith Presbyterian Church.   

 

And most recently, Rev. Jay Shirley was installed at Northminster Presbyterian Church on August 11th. 

Palisades Presbyterian Church is making progress in their pastor search welcoming Revs. Gary and Rosalind 

Ziccardi as interim co-pastors.  They began August 1st.   


