
Michael’s Missive—April 2019 

THE DESERT IS IN BLOOM 

 

We are roughly half way through Lent.  For me, Lent is a season of learning the spiritual paradox of life.  To 
truly live, one must first die, die to self to live in Christ.  Paul put it this way: “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20) 

 

I see that spiritual truth 
played out in nature.  
(Indulge me in this loose 
fitting metaphor.)  Just a 
week or so ago, the desert 
was in full bloom.  What was 
once barren of color and life, 
had been drenched in water 
by unprecedented winter 
rains, and with a little 
warmth and sunshine, the 
seeds germinated and new 
life erupted  from the  earth 
in an array of brightly colored 
flowers.  New life 
overwhelmed us.  Boy, did it 
catch our attention, and 
scores of people went out to 
the desert to behold this 
“miracle”! 

 

The apostle John describes Jesus Christ as the Word, who in the beginning was with God and was God.  In the 
book of Isaiah, chapter 55, the prophet describes God’s “Word” as coming down to earth like rain that 
accomplishes God’s divine purpose: 

 



  “10   As the rain and the snow  

come down from heaven,  

and do not return to it  

without watering the earth  

and making it bud and flourish,  

so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,  
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  

It will not return to me empty,  

but will accomplish what I desire  

and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.   

 

I don’t know about you, but at times I feel like a barren desert, parched earth, in 
desperate need of Heaven’s rain.  Nevertheless, I believe God is dwelling within 
me.  I think and pray long and hard about Jesus Christ dwelling within.  In that 
alone, I am eternally blessed.  I hold fast to that truth like a saving anchor.  During 
this Lenten season, I find centering prayer grounds me firmly in God’s presence 
and truth.  So does reading scripture, devotional books, and embracing God’s 
good creation.   

 

As the presbytery, we have much in common.  Most importantly, we lift up Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  We 
worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three persons existing in perfect Unity.  It is this mystery that 
binds us together, and we call each other Brother and Sister, and together we stand on holy, common ground 
– our faith in Jesus, his salvific work, God’s forgiveness of our sins, being recipients of unmerited grace.  Each 
of us, by faith is given a priceless gift of new life through faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

I know Easter isn’t here yet; it’s just around the corner.  It’s Friday and Sunday’s a comin’.   

 

Alleluia! Let the desert continue to blossom and bloom.  Let us join together in 
joyful celebration as the outer shells encasing the seeds within our hearts break 
apart and new life begins to break forth – by the grace of God.  Do you see it?  
Do you see that new life in yourself?  In each other?  In our presbytery?  

 

I hope so.  Let’s pray together that we do.  God is good.  

 

It’s a joy serving you as EP.  It’s even a bigger joy calling you Brothers and Sisters.   

 

Blessings to you and your loved ones during this most holy time of year.  

Michael Mudgett 



A. HEALTHY PASTORS, HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS:   
Pastors, if you and your session are interested in attending a briefing by Rev. Dr. Clayton Cobb (our Board 
of Pensions’ rep) on Healthy Pastors, Healthy Congregations, please tell me so in an email, sent to 
pmmudgett@gmail.com.  I will work with Clayton to schedule a meeting time and date.  
 
Healthy Pastors, Healthy Congregations, is a Board of Pensions initiative.  It will gift up to $10,000 to 
qualifying pastors.  Upon invitation, Clayton Cobb will meet with us to explain the program, teaching 
modules, etc. and then take applications (a covenant between the pastor, congregation, and Board of 
Pensions).  Simply stated, the initiative (funded in part by a Lily Grant to BofP), is comprised of three 
components:  First, there is a congregational leader (aka session, personnel committee, and other 
congregational leaders) education component.  Second, there is a pastor’s education  component made 
up of online training modules intended to ground the pastor in financial literacy and management skills.  
And third, the pastor can apply and qualify for a grant of up to $10,000 used to either reduce debt or help 
establish adequate personal retirement savings.  You can find more information at Pensions.org., or paste 
http://www.pensions.org/your-path-to-wholeness/healthy-pastors-healthy-congregations into your 
browser.  
 

B. 2019 COURT – CLERGY CONFERENCE 
The presiding judge of the SD Superior Court, Judge Deddeh, has invited all 
clergy of all faiths to join the court on Thursday, May 2, 2019, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.  This conference will provide religious leaders with an 
opportunity to learn about and discuss court procedures that will be useful in 
pastoral counseling and in responding to particular inquiries from 
congregants.  Various judges and attorneys will address issues of interest to 
us:  homelessness, substance abuse, elder and child abuse, domestic 
violence, etc.  Registration deadline is April 15.  See the attached flyers for 
registration instructions and more information.  
 

C. GLOBAL IMMERSION WEEKEND EXPERIENCE 
Jon Huckins, co-founder of the Global Immersion Project, spoke to our presbytery at an informal 
gathering at my invitation, prompted by interest among several of you, to discuss how we should respond 
to the Caravan, which received so much press in late 2018.  That raised issues around immigration, 
refugees, asylum seekers, and the humanitarian crisis at our back door, and our response as followers of 
Jesus Christ.  Matthew 25:31 and Jesus’ story about the sheep and the goats was on the forefront of our 
minds.  
 
I recall Jon knew what he was talking about.  Several of us joined him and 150 invited guests of the Global 
Immersion Project on December 15, 2018, to cross the border on a one day immersion experience.  
 
Many of you have asked me, “What’s next?”  Or, “How can we continue our work with asylum seekers?”  
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I’m not an expert, but this comes to mind.  Go on a Global Immersion experience to Tijuana.  It’s an 
immersive learning experience.  Its purpose is to help you form a “robust theology of peacemaking,” 
“learn to embody the four practices of ‘Everyday Peacemaking’,” “forge a road map for ongoing 
formation and long-term peacemaking practice,” and many other worthwhile, life-enlarging skills and 
practices.   
 
Full disclosure:  But for my one-day immersive experience on December 15th of last year, I haven’t joined 
them on a three-day immersive learning lab.  But you can!  Maybe I will next year.  There is no grand 
Presbytery sponsored Global Immersion trip.  This will be something your church plans, or maybe does 
together with one or more other churches.   
 
Think and pray about it.  Global Immersion Project will have a three-day SD/Tijuana cross border 
experience November 16-18, 2019.  Registration deadline is September 13th.  For more information, go 
to:  www.globalimmerse.org.  

A. FAREWELL BOB, WELCOME ABOARD FRANCES 
Rev. Dr. Bob Davis finished his exemplary service as 
our acting Stated Clerk on Friday following 
February’s Presbytery meeting.  We wish him the 
very best at his new call as head of staff at First Pres 
Carson City, NV.  And we are blessed to welcome 
elder Frances Lin onboard as our newly installed 
Stated Clerk.  She brings a wealth of experience to 
the office, and most importantly she is a devoted 
follower of Jesus Christ.  I’ve attached Frances’ bio to 
this missive so you can learn a little bit about her.  
Stop by and say hello if you’re in the neighborhood.  
Our office is on the second floor of the education 
building at Point Loma Community Presbyterian 
Church.   
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B. TAKE A MOMENT TO BE INSPIRED 
When Rev. Dr. Markus Watson shared about a ministry at 
Westmorland Community Pres at a recent Executive 
Committee brainstorming session, it caught our attention.  I 
asked myself, “How could such a small church do such a big 
thing?!”  Located in Westmorland, which has around 800 
families, Westmorland Pres’ food pantry provides food for 
nearly 100 of these families!  Please read the first-hand 
account attached to this missive by a member of the church, 
Cari Augusta.  It goes to show, “we can do all things through 
Christ, which strengthens us.”  Westmorland Pres, you 
people inspire us.  More importantly, the Spirit of Christ in 
you doing these good things inspires us.  God bless as you 
continue to do the Lord’s work.   

 

C. A VISIT BY THE PCUSA STATED CLERK, REV. DR. J. HERBERT NELSON 
Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson was in San Diego on business.  He called and asked if he could meet with 
members of the presbytery to find out what we’ve been doing in response to the Caravan, asylum 
seekers, and immigrants in general.  I announced his invitation at the February presbytery meeting, and 
despite the short notice, we had about 12 people show up for a great discussion.  The first hour we spent 
sharing what we’ve been doing in response to the humanitarian crisis at our border.  We shared our letter 
to the general public about our stand with respect to humanitarian crisis.  We gave  him a draft letter that 
we would eventually send him through formal channels.  He was moved by the letter, and after reading it, 
he expressed how it was the most powerful letter written by any presbytery within our denomination.  He 
later asked if he could re-publish it.  J. Herbert, then, spent the next hour sharing his thoughts on the 
same issues.  It was an hour well spent.  Informative.  Relational.  And he got to know a little bit more 
about this presbytery and the work of Christ that engages us each and every day in our unique context.    
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I’ve attached a copy of our letter sent to the Stated Clerk, so that if you weren’t at the Presbytery 
meeting, you can read it now.  It is also posted on our SD Presbytery’s website.  Additionally, presbytery 
voted to entrust publication of the letter to the leadership subcommittee of the Executive Committee.  It 
was mailed to approximately 100 addressees including elected municipal, state, and federal 
representatives, SD Mayor, City Council members, and our County Supervisors.   
 

D. VISITING SAFE HARBORS NETWORK WITH PDA 
When the Methodist Church in Normal 
Heights decided it was time to close its 
doors, instead it elected to repurpose 
itself as a center that welcomes 
immigrants, and in particular refugees 
and asylum seekers.  Their new name:  
Safe Harbors Network.  The catalyst and 
visionary behind this ecumenical 
outreach is the former pastor of the 
Methodist Church, Rev. Bill Jenkins.  In 
2015, their first guests were 12 
members of a music group from Haiti.  
The very next day, 10 more asylum 
seekers were at the door.  The next day, 
30 more people from Haiti.  And it 
continued like this.  Thousands have 
passed through the doors of this “living 
gospel.” To hear  Bill Jenkins tell the 
story behind this ministry is no less than heartwarming and at best, an incarnational expression of God’s 
love for all humanity.   In 2016, PDA made a $10,000 grant to the church, upon the application of elder 
Bridget Meckley at Fletcher Hills Pres, to build another shower for the refugees.  More recently, Christ 
Pres, La Costa partnered with Safe Harbors Network to provide provisional housing for a refugee family 
from Russia.  Pastors Greg Bostrum and Eileen (Moran) Van Gieson both unequivocally state this 
expression of Christ’s love for his people has rallied and enlivened their congregation.  Learn more about 
Safe Harbors Network at https://www.safeharbors.net.  Learn more about providing temporary shelter 
for an asylum seeker(s)(yes, legally in our country), by talking with pastors Greg or Eileen.   
 
 

E. SUNRISE OF HOPE: MENTAL HEALTH SUMMIT AT LA JOLLA PRES 
La Jolla Presbyterian Church is deeply grateful to God for how well the Sunrise of Hope Mental Health 
Summit went on March 9!  Because of the Lord’s favor, the willingness of speakers, staff and volunteers 
to serve God and Kingdom faithfully and joyfully, the event turned out to be a rich blessing to all in 
attendance.  Kay Warren broke our hearts, then gave us hope again in the unbending love of Christ.  Dr. 
Nick Yphantides made us laugh, then bid us to respond to Christ’s mission to the deep mental health 
needs in our community.  Joyce Bruggeman called us to walk the road of grief together until the Lord 
restores the flourish to our lives.  All of them gave us deep truths, wisdom and hope.  Eleven phenomenal 
breakout speakers—Stephanie Salo, Scott Matthews, Megan Broderick, Susan Trueblood, Joyce 
Bruggeman, Galen Cooper, Mary Vannoy, Edward De La Loza, Veronica James, Adrienne McFadd and 
Veronica Alzaga—gave us even deeper looks into the many faces of mental health, offering us practical 

https://www.presbyterysd.org/missives
https://www.safeharbors.net


tools by which we can better understand and serve ourselves and those loved ones we cherish.  We thank 
all who attended and all who provided leadership for the day! God is good!    
 

F. HAPPY 65TH ANNIVERSARY, NORTHMINSTER PRES 
On Sunday, April 1, 2019, Northminster Pres celebrated her 65th Anniversary.  Jay Shirley, the interim 
pastor, invited former pastors, members, and a host of guests to celebrate.  Former pastors John Boller 
and Scott Mitchell, and former interim pastor Greg Horn, participated in the worship service.  After 
worship, the church held a wonderful lunch with slideshow of “ancient” photographs depicting the 
history.  Bob Niderost did a nice job of narrating the presentation and telling their Story.   


