
Michael’s Musings 

I love our presbytery.  I sense God’s Spirit moving in new and fresh ways.  That excites me.   

 

We’re a presbytery in serious transition.  We’ve just filled four pulpits – Rev. Kim Dawsey-Richardson at First 
Pres El Cajon; Rev. Sam Codington at Faith Pres; Rev. Mike Sedgwick at Westminster Pres Escondido; and Rev. 
Jay Shirley at Northminster Pres.  Trinity Pres has offered a call to an out of state pastor we’ll meet at our 
next presbytery meeting.  We welcomed Rev. Dr. Tracey Davenport into our presbytery, who is serving as in-
terim pastor at Chula Vista Pres.  And it looks like Palisades Pres is closing in on calling their interim pastor 
soon.   

 

Other churches are well into their transition period with PNCs either working on mission studies or reviewing 
candidates’ personal information forms to fill solo pastor/head of staff positions.  These include Mira Mesa 
Pres, Pacific Beach Pres, Chula Vista Pres, Lakeside Pres, Palisades Pres, Westmorland Community Pres, and 
Grace Pres, with First Pres SD and Solana Beach Pres well into their search, if not having completed it, to fill 
associate pastor positions.   

 

Whew!  Yes, we’re in transition.  Thank you members of COM and PNCs for your diligence in facilitating the 
call process.   

 

The SD Korean United Presbyterian Church (SDKUPC) and Mira Mesa Pres are collaboratively working out a 
plan whereby the latter has invited SDKUPC to share worship/work space while SDKUPC sells its property in 
Point Loma and solidifies its plans for the future.  The plan is mutually beneficial, creative, bold, and yes, to a 
degree, risky.  Yet both parties are faith filled going forward and believe they are following God’s will for their 
respective congregations.    

 

A friendly admin commission is working with Iglesia Presbiteriana Emmanuel to help her become stronger.  
It’s an important endeavor given our location, context, and the fact Emmanuel is one of only two Latino con-
gregations in our presbytery.     

 

Rev. Daniel So is working closely with the Special Committee of Cyclical SD to nurture church discerners and 
planters and establish new worshipping communities.  Daniel and committee members are visiting your 
churches to share their vision and garner your support.  Ebenezer Church is one flourishing new worshipping 
community, and we are trusting God there are more in the wings.   



 

You all know there is much more than this going on in our presbytery.  You are very, very busy.  I know you 
value being grounded and centered in Christ, and that you find your vision and energy for ministry from that 
ground and center.  Let us continue to encourage and pray for one another.  The health of our life together 
as faithful followers of Jesus Christ is important.   

 

In closing, let me encourage us to remain faithful in our devotion to Jesus Christ in our life together and in 
our individual devotion to God.  I’m excited to recommend to you a book I’m reading that is spot on in en-
couraging us to do just that with a beautiful discussion of the ancient spiritual disciplines practiced by Augus-
tine, Benedict, Gregory the Great, and others.  It’s entitled A Pastoral Rule for Today, co-authored by Jerry 
Andrews, Ph.D. (a member of our presbytery), Joe Small, Ph.D., and John Burgess, Ph.D.  I find it inspiring, 
challenging, and refreshing.     

 

God bless all of us as we continue to be faithful to the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Remain 
friends.  Encourage one another.  Live life together.   

 

Blessings,  

 

Michael Mudgett  

Executive Presbyter 

Presbytery of San Diego 

On May 11th, 2019, retired US Navy Chaplain Rev. Robert Trent was Promoted to Glory.  A Service of Wit-

ness to the Resurrectin to remember Bob’s ministry will be held on June 14th at 11:00am at the Mira Mesa 

Presbyterian Church where he had served as an interim pastor.  Please keep the Trent family in your prayers. 

 

Major General Donald Fulham has also passed.  His memorial service will be held on Friday, June 28 at 7pm 

at the Marine Corps Recruitment Depot with a reception prior to the service also on base. 

There is a lot going on in the next couple of months. 

Here are a few highlights. 

 

A.  First Pres, San Diego will be hopping on June 8th.  They are hosting their annual “God at Work Gathering” 



from 8:30 to noon that morning focused on mission.   Get more details and register here.  Then that evening 

is their 8th annual community hymn sing “Lift Up Your Voice” at 6:30 pm.  Great music featuring a 100+ voice 

choir and orchestra and ice cream  See the flier here. 

B. Board of Pensions Benefits Overview For San Diego Presbytery 

Tuesday, June 25th  11:45—1:30 

Palisades Presbyterian Church 

6301 Birchwood St, San Diego 92120 

 

Join Clayton Cobb, your Regional Church Consultant with the Board of Pensions for this gathering for Pastors, 

Church Administrators, Personnel and Finance Leaders and Benefits Decision Makers.  Full flier here 

 

 

 

C.  Iglesia Presbiteriana Emmanuel .celebrates their 37th 

anniversary in July.  Please join them in worship and a reception 

on July 14 at 11 am.  Please RSVP by June 17, 2019 for the 

reception by calling 619-238-1690 or by email:  

iphsandiego@yahoo.com.  

https://www.fpcsd.org/missions
https://www.presbyterysd.org/special-events
https://www.presbyterysd.org/special-events
mailto:iphsandiego@yahoo.com?subject=anniversary%20reception


D. Stewardship Kaleidoscope is having their annual conference here in San Diego September 30-October 2.  

Held at the Catamaran Hotel it will heature kenote speakers, worship, and workshop sessions.  Get the full 

details here or register here. 

E. In the wake of recent tragedies the need to be prepared is increasingly apparent.  Church and Casualty 

Insurance will be having an Armed Intruder Preparedness Seminar on October 29th in Los Alamitos.  They 

also have an armed intruder resource kit.  Find out more here.   

https://www.presbyterysd.org/special-events
https://stewardshipkaleidoscope.org/conference/registration/?bblinkid=149809142&bbemailid=12907824&bbejrid=997594710
https://www.presbyterysd.org/special-events

