
I am a blessed man.  I’m writing this reflection on the 
island of Kauai.  Karen and I are here celebrating our 40th 
anniversary.  We’re not alone.  We’re joined by our two 
lovely children — Sarah and John, their spouses, and our 
five wonderful grandchildren.   
 
I love to encourage each one in this tribe.  I like to know 
their dreams, hopes, and aspirations as well as encourage 
them in their Christian faith, and spending time together 
creates space to do this.        
 
Being with my family reminds me of Hebrews 10:24-25: 
“24 And let us consider how to provoke one another to love 
and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.”  (NRSV; 
emphasis added).  It applies not only to my family context, 
but also to our family — that is, the Presbytery of San Diego.     
  
These verses tell us to gather together often; to love; and to encourage one another to do of acts of love and 
service.  For me as a husband, father, and grandparent, I relish encouraging my family to do these things.  But 
— what does this look like for us, the Presbytery of San Diego?  
 
We are a connectional church.  It’s a fundamental biblical tenet of our faith.  And so I’ve been intentional 
about pressing the importance of living out Hebrews 10:24-25, as a Presbytery.  If we are strong relationally, 
we will be more effective in missions.      
 
How have we emphasized this relational component?  Recently, we had our second pastors’ gathering to 
nurture relationships among the pastors, believing that focusing on relationships at this level will diffuse 
throughout our Presbytery. 
 
Earlier this year, we went on a Presbytery mission trip to Rockport, TX, to assist a woman in rebuilding her 
home that suffered damage in Hurricane Harvey.  Of the 12 people who went, 9 churches from SD Presbytery 
were represented.   
 
And as the SD Presbytery we work collaboratively to support Cyclical San Diego to implement our vision to 
plant new worshiping communities.  We work alongside the staff at PUM to serve the marginalized within 
San Diego, and we encourage our brothers and sisters at the South Sudanese - American Presbyterian 
Fellowship.   
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
(OR ABOUT TO HAPPEN) 

1.  THE SEARCH FOR A NEW STATED CLERK IS UNDERWAY:  The Stated Clerk Search Committee has been assembled and have 

posted the opening as a 3/4 time position.  The full job description and terms of call can be found on the presbytery website. 

Click on job openings under the relational tab.  

2.  SAN DIEGO STREET CHOIR:  If you haven’t seen the 
San Diego Street Choir, do … SAVE THE DATE, and 
attend their performance on September 14th, at First 
Pres San Diego, 320 Date Street, San Diego, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Karen and I saw them last 
year – they’re heartwarming and represent 
everything great about the human spirit and God’s 
grace and power.  Ron Bolles, Worship & Arts 
Director at La Jolla Pres, founded the San Diego 
Street Choir and says this about their upcoming 
performance:  “The theme this year is uplifting and 
heart-tugging tunes from Broadway Musicals. The 
concert features the Street Choir plus special guest 
artists from local theaters!  A free-will offering will be 
received. ALL PROCEEDS will be given to the arts 
therapy program at Monarch School which serves 
homeless kids. Please share info about this 
extraordinary concert with your family and friends!” 

3.   PASTORS’ GATHERING/THEOLOGY CONFERENCE:  ALL PRESBYTERY IS INVITED -- open to pastors and elders.  Do take 
advantage of this opportunity to grow in relationship with each other and in our spiritual understanding and relationship 
with our AWESOME God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Again, SAVE THE DATES.  You can attend either the pastors’ 
gathering, October 1-3, 2018, or attend the theology conference beginning October 3 through 6 – or both.  WHERE:  First 
Pres San Diego, 320 Date Street, SD, CA.  WHEN:  October 1-6, 2018.  For more details go to the website:  fpcsd.org, click 
on events and then “pastors’ gathering and theology conference.”     

 
My personal family brings me great joy as does being a member of Jesus Christ’s much larger family — one 
with whom I will spend eternity.  I want to encourage all of us to nurture our relational connectionalism, and 
serve and love others in mission.  Isn’t that what Hebrews 10:24-25 would have us do?  
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer.  Blessing to you and yours, in Christ’s name.   
 
Michael Mudgett  

4. LIVING PARABLES:  In its emphasis on the arts 
curriculum, First Pres San Diego (FPSD) is presenting 
“Living Parables,” produced by Rev. Henk Vigeveno.  
Four actors will  dramatize five of the parables of Jesus 
in a contemporary context.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend an inspiring and educational evening.  WHEN:  
Sunday, September 23, 2018, 6:00 p.m. WHERE:  FPSD, 
320 Date Street. 

http://presbyterysd.org/job-openings/
http://www.fpcsd.org/pastor-s-gathering-theology-confere


I get around the presbytery quite a bit, and see, observe, participate in quite a few activities that are down-right noteworthy.  I 
want to share these with you.  So, from time to time, in my missives, I’ll do just that.  I’ve done it before, and here I go again …. 

WHAT’S HAPPENED  

(SPOTLIGHT ON THINGS CHURCHES ARE DOING WELL) 

1. BLOCK PARTIES:  Christ Presbyterian Church, Carlsbad, 
hosted a block party for the neighborhood to celebrate their 
new sanctuary. Over 300 people attended the three-hour 
event that included a food truck, face painting, bounce 
house, petting zoo, DJ, ice cream sundaes, lawn games, 
stained glass tour*, and more. The church plans another 
block party in October.  (*CPC's new sanctuary features 
stained glass panels created in groundbreaking fashion by 
Judson Studios in Pasadena. You'll have the opportunity to 
check them out at the May 2019 presbytery meeting.) 

2. CROSS GENERATIONAL MISSION TRIP: Twenty six people 
from Point Loma Community Pres (Karen and I included) 
went south of Ensenada, Baja, to join the mission of Genesis 
Diez, in their outreach to children from an orphanage in 
Mexicali.  The children joined up with us as we camped out 
at Genesis Diez camp for 5 days – taking trips to the beach, 
the park, a working farm, an obstacle course, and attending 
movie night and a concert.  We started each morning with a 
reflection from the Bible, and prayed and worked with the 
kids during VBS.  We visited Genesis Diez’ mission at Puerto 
Hermosa, their mission where six children with severe 
disabilities live and are cared for by loving Christian 
caregivers around the clock.  This trip focused on service 
and generosity – great gifts of the Spirit and provided 
avenues to express our faith in a myriad ways to these kids 
who seem to have so little, but yet are resilient and hopeful.   



3. CONFIRMATION BLESSED WITH A CROSS:  Here’s something 
that grabbed my attention.  Really cool – and really a blessing 
that needs to be shared with the greater church – you folks.   
On June 10, Palisades Presbyterian Church confirmed nine 
students and baptized four of them. Pastor Daniel Hagmaier’s 
wife, Jaye J, is a jeweler and she designed an exact replica of 
the cross in their sanctuary to give to the confirmands.  On 
each cross, they engraved the student’s initials and the date of 
the confirmation.  What a beautiful gift and message.   

4. PASTORS’ GATHERING:  On June 28th, eleven pastors gathered 
at the home of Rick and Leslie Evans, who were very gracious 
and kind to host us for a morning brunch.  Our spirits were 
lifted by the witness of Walter Lam and how God has given him 
a beautiful and rich ministry to refugees coming from the 
African continent to California.  His stories and the Evans’ 
hospitality were very life giving.  I hope more of our active 
pastors and CREs can attend our next Pastors’ Gathering early 
next year.  

5. MIRA MESA PRES’ COMMUNITY GARDEN:  A few of our presbytery 
churches have invested money and time in creating community 
gardens.  When I preached recently at Mira Mesa Pres, the director 
of their garden kindly gave me the cooks’ tour of the operation.  
There’s big community “buy-in” and the gardens were flourishing.  I 
think it’s great for our churches to encourage building community in 
the neighborhood while working on church grounds with many who 
may not be “believers.”  That’s making the Word incarnate, and in 
time, we pray, it will bear fruit in the lives of unbelievers, as they 
experience the love of Christ in and through us, working alongside 
them with rolled up sleeves. Keep on sowing seeds, my friends, for 
the Kingdom of God.   

6.  TRANSITIONS:   

A. We mourn the loss of Rev. Hollis Allen, who died this last July.  He served in our presbytery and is most noted for his 
work of compassion among people suffering from AIDS in the 70s.  Recall the stigma then associated with AIDS and the 
high mortality rate among this population.  Hollis ministered to this disenfranchised group of people.   

B. Rev. Dr. Steve Locke began serving as interim pastor at Pacific Beach Pres beginning in July.   

C. Rev. Dr. Duncan McColl began serving as interim pastor at Mira Mesa Pres beginning in August.   

D. Rev. Angie McClane is resigning as associate pastor at Chula Vista Pres.  Her call will be dissolved on September 30th and 
on October 1st, she will begin her first day as solo pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Princeton, Illinois. 


