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Pre-Presbytery Meeting Learned about  
Orange Avenue Urban Life Ministry 
A pre-presbytery meeting was led by Rev. Paul Cunningham 
and Rev. Jake Medcalf, right.  It was an opportunity to learn 
about the Orange Avenue Urban Life Ministry, led by Medcalf, 
that the La Jolla church has reached out to found in this inner 
urban neighborhood.  This thriving youth ministry makes 
shared use of the Sudanese American Church Fellowship 
building on Orange Avenue in City Heights. 
  
 

RSF Elder Gerry Tayler Installed  
as 2010 Moderator,  
Rev. Paul Cunningham of La Jolla  
as Vice-Moderator 
Among business items at the February 
meeting was the installation of the new 
moderator and vice moderator for 
2010.  Elder Gerry Tayler of Village 
Church was installed as moderator 
and Rev. Paul Cunningham of La 
Jolla Presbyterian as Vice Moderator.  
Rev. Chris Lenocker presided. 

 
 
Commissioners to General Assembly Chosen 
Other business included election of commissioners to the next General 
Assembly.  Pastors elected were Rev. Tim Beal (Oceanside), Rev Bob Davis 
(Chula Vista), and alternate, Rev. Jerry Andrews (San Diego).  Elders elected 
were Eloise Houseman (Solana Beach), Gerry Tayler (Rancho Santa Fe), and 
alternate, Pat Kellenbarger (Solana Beach).  Ryan Johnson (Palisades) was 
elected Young Adult Advisory Delegate. 
 
 
Presbytery votes to send three overtures to GA 
At the February meeting, Presbytery voted to send three overtures to GA, as 
proposed by the Ecclesiastical Committee.  First was an overture concerned a 
reduction in the number of GA commissioners to save money and reflect the 
denomination‘s declining numbers.  Second was an overture that seeks a better 
balance of matters to discuss by avoiding controversial issues.  ―We need an 
Assembly that focuses on theology, relationships, and mission,‖ the document 
states. Third, the Presbytery approved an overture that would amend the Book 
of Order so that amendments would require a two-thirds vote of the General 
Assembly in place of a simple majority to amend. 
 
 



Editorial:  Trying to Catch Up to What God is Doing 
By Clark Cowden, Executive Presbyter 
Excerpt from Clark’s Corner, Feb 1, 2010 
 

What happens in our society impacts us in the church.  Some of the church 
growth principles of 20 years ago now not only don‘t work, but they actually deter 
people from going to church. How many are thinking if we can only weather this 
storm, we will begin to grow again?  We won‘t.  Growth will not come by simply 
hanging on to the status quo that hasn‘t been working for a long time.  Something 
needs to change.   
 
And yet, in the middle of this, Jesus Christ continues to speak good news into our 
situation.  We are not in a hopeless situation.  God is up to something here.  The 
church will never go out of existence.  We in the church will have to learn how to 
adapt and develop new skills.  But, it is not hopeless.   
 
There is a re-formation of the church that is going on.  We are trying to catch 
up to what God is doing and how the Holy Spirit is re-shaping us for ministry in a 
new era.  We want to carry forward the best of the past into an unknown future.  
We know that if we keep learning, we can keep ministering.  People will always 
need Jesus Christ.   
 
The shape and style and size may change, but the need will remain.  The 
presbytery is a learning community – a place for people to come together to learn 
from one another, how to walk in the Savior‘s footsteps, and how to follow in His 
ministry in the Age of the Unthinkable. – Clark Cowden 
 
 
Around the Presbytery 
GA Moderator Bruce Reyes-Chow to Hold Afternoon Conversation 
   March 16 at Chula Vista Presbyterian Church; Everyone Invited 
 
Everyone is invited to join us for an afternoon conversation with our General 
Assembly Moderator Bruce Reyes-Chow on Tuesday, March 16, from 
1:30 – 4:30 pm.  Bruce would like to hear from you about what God is doing in 
your congregation, how the Holy Spirit is leading your ministry, what Christ is 
doing in our presbytery, what issues we are dealing with, and what challenges 
we are facing.  He would like to reflect with us about how what is happening here 
in our presbytery is connecting with what he is seeing around the denomination.  
There will also be an opportunity to ask him questions.  It would be helpful if you 
would RSVP to Heather Paton if you can come at Officemgr@presbyterysd.org 
or 619-224-2490. 
 
Annual Leadership Training Program Thought about the Unthinkable 
Elders, deacons, clerks of session and other congregation leaders gathered on  
February 13 at Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church for the 
presbytery‘s annual Leadership Training Program.  This year‘s theme was 



“Leadership in the Age of the Unthinkable – A Leadership Connection Event for 
the Missional Church.” 
 

   Leslie Evans 
 
Two workshop sessions were presented with five topics in each.  Lunch featured 
an Outreach Faire – displays of mission activities and organizations.  
Represented were Alliance for African Assistance, Baja Presbyterian Missions, 
Nile Sisters, Military Outreach Ministry, and Project Uplift.  Following lunch, 
Executive Presbyter Rev. Dr. Clark Cowden led a general session.  Leslie 
Evans (La Jolla) was event chairperson, with assistance from Cora Gregory 
(Chula Vista) and Eloise Houseman (Solana Beach).   
 
Evans praised John Cully of Evangelical Bible Book Store, ―who brought a 
gazillion books and sold quite a few!‖  She said, ―He is always so nice to do that; 
he brings books that the speakers suggest, and then lots of his favorites.‖ 

 
Next year's Leadership Connection Day will be at Rancho Bernardo Community 
Presbyterian Church again, Evans said. 
 
 
Around the PCUSA 
 
Presbyterian Foundation announces second ‗ymiLIVE‘ youth video contest  
by Jerry L. Van Marter, Presbyterian News Service  

 
JEFFERSONSVILLE, Ind. — Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) youth groups across 
the country are invited to participate in the second on-line Youth Video Challenge 
as part of Youth Mission Initiative Live (ymiLIVE, pronounced why-em-eye LIVE).  
 
Sponsored by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Foundation, youth groups will 
compete to win one of two $25,000 endowment funds established by the 
Foundation to benefit their church youth ministry programs. 
 
For the contest, youth groups create a 2-4 minute video with their interpretation 
of John 7:38: Out of the believer's heart shall flow rivers of living waters — which 



is the theme of the 219th General Assembly — then post their video to 
ymiLIVE.org. Video submissions will be accepted March 15 - June 1.  
 
On-line voting by youth group members, leaders, parents, friends and families 
will continue through June 7. During that time, on-line voters will narrow the field 
of video entries to a group of 10 finalists.  Final selection of the two winning 
videos will made by a vote of the 15-member General Assembly Task Force on 
Youth and announced during the Assembly in Minneapolis, July 3-10.  
 
Last Assembly‘s inaugural ymiLIVE Youth Video Challenge in 2008 drew video 
submissions from more than 100 PC(USA) youth groups across the country.  
 
Interested Presbyterian youth groups can register now at the ymiLIVE Web site.  

 
 
―Crossing Borders: Encountering God‖ conference to inspire  
conversation on border issues confronting the church and world  
Contact: Susan Lindsey, (502) 569-5060 

 
Ready for an honest conversation about immigration and border issues? 
―Crossing Borders: Encountering God,‖ is an event for church members, 
church leaders and other interested individuals addressing border issues 
confronting the church and the world. The conference will be held April 15-17 in 
Phoenix, Ariz. In advance of the event, Frontera de Cristo, a border ministry 
supported by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), is hosting a border immersion 
trip to Douglas, Ariz., and Agua Prieta, Mexico. 
 
The conference is designed as a conversation in which American participants 
can join with leaders of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the National 
Presbyterian Church in Mexico (Iglesia Nacional Presbyteriana de Mexico) to 
learn and explore biblical understandings of immigration, living in a cross-cultural 
society and eliminating injustice and fear. Workshops will be offered on 24 
different topics, including health care and education issues within immigrant 
communities, Presbyterian border ministries, PC(USA)‘s immigration policy 
statements and advocacy, building cross-cultural ministries in presbyteries, 
Middle Eastern Christians in the United States and equipping congregations for 
immigrant ministries. 
 
―‗Crossing Borders: Encountering God‘ provides an opportunity for a bi-national 
conversation about border and immigration issues,‖ said the Rev. Janet 
DeVries, synod executive and stated clerk of the Synod of the Southwest. ―We 
discover ourselves as neighbors and friends in faith through honest dialogue 
about complex issues of church and culture.‖  
 
―The conference is addressing important and timely issues that are of concern 
not only to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), but to the nation,‖ said the Rev. 



Raafat Girgis, associate for multicultural congregational support at the General 
Assembly Mission Council. ―Multicultural ministries are about breaking barriers 
and boundaries, and welcoming new immigrants into the life of the church.‖  
 
Conference leaders include the Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow, moderator of the 
218th General Assembly; the Rev. Saul Feria, moderator of the National 
Presbyterian Church in Mexico; Dr. Minerva Carcaño, bishop of the Desert 
Southwest Conference of the United Methodist Church; Dr. Claudio Carvalhaes, 
assistant professor of worship and preaching at Louisville Seminary; Dr. Carlos 
Cardoza-Orlandi, professor of world Christianity at Columbia Seminary, and 
staff of Racial Ethnic and Women‘s Ministries/Presbyterian Women ministry area 
of the General Assembly Mission Council. 
 
Sponsoring organizations for the conference include: the multicultural 
congregational support office of the General Assembly Mission Council, Synod of 
the Southwest, Synod of the Sun, Presbyterian Border Ministries, Frontera de 
Cristo, the office of immigration issues and counsel of the Office of the General 
Assembly and the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico. 
 
The cost of the conference is $275 (which includes registration, meals and 
lodging) or $140 for commuters. The optional pre-conference is an additional 
$200. Registration is offered through the Web site of the Synod of the Southwest. 
 
 
Rev. David Loleng named PCUSA associate of evangelism,  
wants to help local churches respond to changing culture  
Contact: Susan Lindsey, (502) 569-5060 
 
David Loleng has been named associate of evangelism for the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.).  In his new role, Loleng will help connect the ministry of 
evangelism to the foundational ministry of disciple-making. ―David has almost 20 
years of experience helping students and adults become disciples of Jesus 
Christ,‖ says Ray Jones, coordinator of evangelism. ―He will help us grow 
healthy churches that are serving Jesus and learning to share their stories of 
faith.‖ 

 
―I want to be part of what God is doing in our ministry area at 
the national church by helping the local church be not only 
hearers but doers of God‘s word,‖ says Loleng who served 
as family life pastor at Church of the Valley in Apple Valley, 
Calif., for the past eight years. ―Our changing cultural 
landscape demands engagement by the local church. We 
need to be evangelistic and missionally minded, becoming 
witnesses in word and actions, to the saving and 
transforming power of Jesus Christ.‖ 
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GAMC examines leadership needs in the church 
 Rapidly changing society, church creates challenges, opportunities 
by Emily Enders Odom, Mission Communications Associate 
(Excerpted from a longer article) 
 
LOUISVILLE — In the face of a radically changing ministry context and a great 
hunger for leadership throughout the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the General 
Assembly Mission Council and the Committee on the Office of the General 
Assembly met here Feb. 24 to embark upon a frank and far-reaching 
examination of leadership needs for the church. 
 
This dialogue began in the spring of 2009, when the Committee on Theological 
Education called the GAMC and COGA to join with it in looking at the church‘s 
leadership needs, thereby forming the Joint Committee on Leadership Needs. 
…   
 
Report of the Joint Committee on Leadership Needs (JCLN) 
 
The Rev. Clark Cowden, a member of the JCLN, the GAMC and the executive 
presbyter of San Diego Presbytery, introduced the committee‘s report, Raising 
Up Leaders for the Mission of God. 
 
Cowden said that ―mission of God‖ was used intentionally in the title instead of 
―mission of the church‖ because the former is bigger than the church and 
encompasses broader needs. 
 
Elaborating on many of the cultural trends noted earlier by Hudson and Parsons, 
Cowden — citing Alan Roxburgh — said that because neighborhoods and 
communities change significantly over a period of time ―we have to stay in touch 
with our changing communities so that we do not become ingrown or irrelevant.‖   
 
According to the report, it‘s critical that the church be led by those who know how 
to lead creative change, are innovative and entrepreneurial, are experimental in 
revitalizing existing communities and are capable of establishing new ministries 
that engage the culture. 
 
The report encourages the expansion of the three enduring offices of the church.   
 
―We recommend the intentional broadening of the roles, responsibilities and 
spiritual formation of deacons, ruling elders and teaching elders,‖ Cowden said. 
―They remain overly dependent on their pastors and wouldn‘t know what to do if 
their pastor got hit by a bus. We don‘t want that to be the case.   
 
The report also recommends that new models of collaboration be developed 
between congregations, governing bodies, seminaries, colleges, institutions, 
training organizations, consulting groups, foundations, para-church groups and 
fellowships. 



Cowden said the JCLN‘s paper ―is an invitation into a conversation, not a 
destination paper where we already have everything figured out.‖ 
 
To read texts of the reports, visit the Office of Vocation Web site. 
To read this complete news release, go to 
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2010/10178.htm 
Preferences 
 
You can help increase mission sending 

Are you called to mission service or know 
somebody who might be? Presbyterian World 
Mission currently has openings in Brazil, Ethiopia, 
Haiti and Sudan, among other countries. Visit One 
Door to view the openings.  World Mission‘s goal is 
to recruit, train and send 22 more mission co-
workers this year, but meeting that goal depends 
on the financial support of Presbyterians. The more 
Presbyterians give, the more mission personnel 
can be sent. Contribute to mission personnel 
support online or call (800) 728-7228, x5628. 
 

People 
Rev. Brad Roth, left, was approved at the February 
Presbytery Meeting to become the designatec pastor of 
Mira Mesa Presbyterian Church.  Juan-Daniel Espitia, 
who leads the Hispanic worship program at Solana Beach 
Presbyterian Church, was approved for ordination. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Free Concert at La Jolla Presbyterian Church March 7 
Organist Chelsea Chen and Contertenor Peter Lee will present a free concert at 
7 pm on Sunday, March 7, at La Jolla Presbyterian Church, 7715 Draper 
Avenue.  Chen has performed at Walt Disney 
Concert Hall in Los Angeles and the Verizon 
Hall in Philadelphia as well as the Spreckels 
International Organ Festival in Balboa Park.  
Accompanied by Chen, Lee will sing selections 
from Handel, Bach, and a collection from Stabat 
Mater by Vivaldi.  A free-will offering will be 
taken.  Child care is available for those under 
age six.  For recorded Information, call 858-
729-5531. 
 
 
Organist Robert Plimpton at Rancho Bernardo Presbyterian March 14 
Former Civic Organist Robert Plimpton will perform "Organ Fireworks" Sunday, 
March 14th, at 4 p.m. at Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church, 
17010 Pomerado Road. This favorite performer will dazzle the audience with his 
technique and wide-ranging repertory on the church's four-manual, 125-rank 
organ in one of only three local concert appearances in 2010.  All are welcome; 
admission is free.  A reception will follow the performance. 
 
 
“Fruit of the Vine” Baja Day Trip to Visit Three Churches  
Plus Restaurant and Winery in Guadalupe Valley April 10 
Now‘s the time to make your reservations for the 9th Annual San Diego Presbytery 
Baja Missions Tour, Saturday, April 10.  Those going are to meet at Chula Vista 
Presbyterian Church to fill three 15-passenger vans, cross the border at San Ysidro 
and visit three Mexican Presbyterian churches --  El Buen Pastor Church in 
Tijuana, La Nueva Jerusalen Church in Ensenada, and Bethel Church in 
Tecate.   
 
Lunch ($10/person avg) will be at Hacienda Garden Restaurant with a stop at 
Vinsiterra Winery ($3.50, four tastings) between Ensenada and Tecate in Guadalupe 
Valley.  Cross the border at Tecate and return to Chula Vista via 94 and Otay Lakes 
Road.   
 
To reserve your seat or indicate your interest in receiving more info for this Fruit of 
the Vine Tour,‖ please contact BPM Board Secretary Colleen Carr at 
colleencarr@bajapresbyterianmissions.org   Gracias! 
 

 

 



Upcoming Presbytery Meetings 
 
Tuesday, Feb 16, 2010  5 pm   Rancho Santa Fe Village 
Tuesday, Apr 20, 2010  5 pm  Pacific Beach 
Saturday, June 19, 2010  9 am  Faith Presbyterian 
Tuesday, Sept 21, 2010  5 pm  San Diego First 
Tuesday, Nov 16, 2010  5 pm  Rancho Bernardo 
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